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Local Communities

As a good corporate citizen, THK actively contributes to soci-

ety. Our activities include:

1.  Establishing a basic philosophy of contributing to society 

through our business activities

2.  Identifying areas to prioritize our efforts and using our cor-

porate resources to promote specific contributions based 

on our corporate philosophy

3.  Coordinating and cooperating with various stakeholders, 

including NPOs, NGOs, local communities, governments, 

and international institutions

4.  Supporting employees’ own community contributions and 

involvement

5.  Participating in industry and business community efforts 

that contribute to society

In 2018, we provided financial support for numerous 

causes, including relief for multiple natural disasters in and 

outside of Japan. To introduce young people to the joy of 

manufacturing, we also welcomed a total of 184 interns at 

10 production facilities around the world.

The landfall of Tropical Storm Rumbia in mainland China in 

August 2018 caused damage to 13 cities, including Weifang, 

Dongying, Heze, and Tai’an in Shandong Province. Around 

5.09 million people were affected by the disaster, with 18 

fatalities and nine cases of missing persons. The direct eco-

nomic impact reached a loss of 12.08 billion yuan (about 

193.3 billion yen). As a result of the heavy rains, water levels 

at the nearby Yeyuan, Tangshuiya, and Heihushan reservoirs 

rose drastically. Releasing the water triggered massive flood-

ing in the downstream city of Shouguang, causing homes, 

crop fields, greenhouses, and pig farms to be inundated with 

water and resulting in severe damage.

THK Liaoning immediately collected donations for the 

affected areas, sending the clothes and bedding gathered 

from around 100 employees to the Shouguang Charity 

General Association.

In 2012, Vice President Sun at THK Liaoning became 

a member of the Dalian People’s Political Consultative 

Conference for the Jinzhou New Area, a district under the 

administration of the city of Dalian. Every year since then, 

she has brought up proposals reflecting the desires of local 

citizens. In 2017, she proposed a strengthening of services 

for the elderly, which aimed to establish community centers 

where children whose caretakers work can interact with the 

elderly. This proposal received the Jinzhou New Area’s sev-

enth outstanding proposal award and was adopted by the 

city.

In March 2018, Dalian announced a directive to establish 

community centers for Dalian’s elderly and other residents, 

and the city plans to continue strengthening its elderly 

services.

The Gifu plant ran a snack stand at the Sekigahara festival 

held in October 2018, serving mitarashi dango, hot dogs, 

and soft drinks. The lively two-day festival was blessed 

with good weather, and around 60,000 visitors attended. 

The THK snack stand was also very popular, and 17 of our 

employees spent a busy but rewarding time there. During 

the festival, our employee parking lot was open to attendees, 

many of whom took advantage of the parking space. City 

representatives thanked us for our cooperation.

This festival is held every year, and we plan to continue 

actively supporting it as a means to revitalize the local area.

I started practic-

ing karate 25 years 

ago. I have been 

active in the Shintani 

Wado Kai Karate 

Federation for over 

10 years, and I cur-

rently instruct around 

20 students ranging 

in age from 7 to 75. 

Karate helps you 

develop respect for others, self-confidence, and self-control.

Through our lessons, you naturally learn how to behave 

as part of a group. Even when people come to us shy, quiet, 

and lacking self-confidence, after a year, they grow to the 

point where they could lead the class. I hope that my stu-

dents grow in practical ways through karate and become 

the kind of person who can speak in front of a crowd with 

confidence.

The Minato City Half Marathon 2018 was held in December 

in the Minato ward of Tokyo, where the THK headquarters 

is located. We cosponsored the event and provided oper-

ational support, with five employees volunteering as course 

guides. The area in front of the THK headquarters was a 

checkpoint, and we provided a first-aid station so runners 

could enjoy the marathon without worry. The event was 

favored with good weather, and 19 of our employees also 

participated as runners. We will continue to deepen our 

communication with local residents through activities closely 

tied to the regions we are located in.

In September 2018, the Yamaguchi plant participated in the 

two-day 9th Science Fair at the Onoda Sunpark. The theme 

of the event was inspiring scientific curiosity and interest and 

introducing more people to the fun and appeal of science. 

THK was in charge of helping children make hourglasses 

with iron, the raw material used for our products.

Both days were packed with attendees, and many deter-

mined visitors helped the hourglasses take form. The event 

was so successful that we ran out of all the materials we 

brought to make over 150 hourglasses.

We will continue to pursue activities that present children 

with challenges that encourage them to wonder “Why?” and 

nurture their scientific interest.
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Date Purpose Recipient

June 2018 Northern Osaka earthquake Japanese Red Cross

July 2018 July 2018 heavy rains Japanese Red Cross

Sept. 2018 Hokkaido Eastern Iburi earthquake Japanese Red Cross

Oct. 2018 Sulawesi earthquake (Indonesia) Japanese Red Cross

(Above) Engaged participants 
(Below) Completed hourglasses

The front of the THK headquarters served as a 
checkpoint

Mike from TRA CANADA’s  
St. Catharines plant (second from left)

THK’s snack stand

Donated relief supplies At the conference (in back, on right)
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